
 lean Cutler-Maetzold and her husband 
 Dick Maetzold appreciated their own edu-
 cational opportunities and stressed the im- 
portance of a good education to their children. 
Now they are 
doing what they 
can to open ed-
ucation’s doors 
for others. They 
decided to in-
vest in a schol-
arship endow-
ment with the 
C o m m u n i t y 
College Foun-
dation because 
of their shared 
linkages to the 
Lake Region 
community.  
 A l t h o u g h 
she grew up in 
Mayville, Ilean is closely connected to the Lake 
Region. She has twice married men who grew up in 
the Lake Region. Lee Cutler, who died in 1973, 
attended LRSC (1948-49) before moving to Fargo 
for college and to launch his successful career in 
the insurance industry. Ilean and Lee met when she 
cared for him as a patient at St. Luke’s Hospital. 
Their relationship grew from favorite patient to 
marriage partner. Together, they raised four chil-
dren. Ilean received her registered nurse training at 
St Luke’s School of Nursing in Fargo and Cook 
County Hospital in Chicago. For many years she 
worked in the delivery room at St. Luke’s Hospital 
and concluded her health care career working in the 
nursing home care unit at the Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital in Fargo. 
 After her husband died, Ilean found nursing 
required her to be away from home during critical 

hours when she was needed to be with her growing 
family. She took over her husband’s insurance 
agency and opened an office in Devils Lake. She 
enjoyed a successful second career selling life insur-

ance and securi-
ties. 
       Dick Maet-
zold grew up 
and farmed in 
Noonan Town-
ship near Devils 
Lake. After mil-
itary service, he 
completed a 
degree at North 
Dakota State 
University in 
Fargo and put 
his education to 
good use oper-
ating the family 
farm. 

 He and Jeanne, Dick’s first wife, raised five 
children and were very active in the community. 
Two of their children took classes at LRSC, and 
Dick, himself, was a full-time student for one se-
mester. He signed up for the carpentry program 
with the goal of learning to frame up buildings   
for the farm. Dick served on the Devils Lake 
School Board, the Lake Region Community     
College Board of Trustees and the Community 
College Corporation when the present campus was 
being planned and constructed. Jeanne died unex-
pectedly in 1974. Dick passed away in 2015. 
 Ilean Culter and Dick Maetzold were married 
in 1977. They made their home in Fargo, but re-
main very interested in and supportive of the Lake 
Region. The Cutler-Maetzold scholarship will be 
awarded annually to a student whose goal is to be-
come a registered nurse.  
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